CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A grip for displaying a design on sports equipment 

having a gripping end, comprising: 

at least one base layer overlaying said gripping end : 

a substantially transparent top layer overlaying the base layer; and 

a design disposed between and fixed to at least one of said base or top layer; 

the top layer being fixed to at least a portion of the base layer whereby fluid 

communication between an exterior of the top layer and an interior thereof is substantially 

prevented. 

Claim 2 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 1, wherein said design is 
disposed on an underside of said top layer. 

Claim 3 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 1, wherein said design is 
disposed on a surface of said base layer opposed to said gripping end. 

Claim 4 (previously presented): The grip as disclosed in claim 1 , wherein said 
base layer is a contiguous hollow sleeve having at least one open end, said hollow sleeve 
being adapted to receive said gripping end in an interior thereof. 
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Claim 5 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 4, further including at least one 
rib and groove structure located near an end circumference of said sleeve for capturing a 
corresponding rib and groove structure located on said top layer. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): The grip as disclosed in claim 1, wherein said 
base layer comprises a strip or ribbon having a first and second side edge and two ends 
for spirally wrapping around said gripping end with said first and second side edges 
overlapping, said side edges being in a substantially parallel orientation and having a 
substantially greater length than said ends. 

Claim 7 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 6, wherein said strip or ribbon 
side edges each include a cooperating rib and groove structure for interlocking said first 
side edge with said second side edge to form a hollow sleeve having at least one open 
end. 

Claim 8 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 7, further including at least one 
rib and groove structure located near an end circumference of said sleeve for capturing a 
corresponding rib and groove structure located on said top layer. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The grip as disclosed in claim 1, wherein said 
base layer comprises a substantially planar sheet having two side edges, a top edge, and a 
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bottom edge, said planar sheet adapted for substantially overlaying said gripping end. 

Claim 10 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 9, wherein each sheet side 
edge further includes a cooperating rib and groove structure for interlocking said side 
edges to form a hollow sleeve for receiving said gripping end in an interior thereof. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 10, further including at least 
one rib and groove structure located near an end circumference of said sleeve for 
capturing a corresponding rib and groove structure located on said top layer. 

Claim 12 (previously presented): The grip as disclosed in claim 1, wherein said 
substantially transparent top layer comprises a contiguous hollow sleeve having at least 
one open end and adapted to receive said base layer and gripping end in an interior 
thereof. 

Claim 13 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 12, further including at least 
one rib and groove structure located near an end circumference of said sleeve for 
capturing a corresponding rib and groove structure located on said base layer. 

Claim 14 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 1, wherein said substantially 
transparent top layer comprises a substantially planar sheet having two side edges, a top 
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edge, and a bottom edge. 

Claim 15 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 14, wherein each sheet side 
edge further includes a cooperating rib and groove structure for interlocking said side 
edges to form a hollow sleeve for receiving said gripping end and base layer in an interior 
thereof. 

Claim 16 (original): The grip as disclosed in claim 15, further including at least 
one rib and groove structure located near an end circumference of said sleeve for 
capturing a corresponding rib and groove structure located on said base layer. 

Claim 17 (previously presented): A method for displaying a design on sports 
equipment having a gripping end, comprising the steps of: 

overlaying said gripping end with at least one base layer; 

overlaying said base layer with a substantially transparent top layer; 

disposing a design between said base and top layer; and 

fixing the design to at least one of the base or top layer; 

wherein the top layer is fixed to at least a portion of the base layer whereby 
fluid communication between an exterior of the top layer and an interior thereof is 
substantially prevented. 
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Claim 18 (original): The method of claim 17, wherein said design is disposed on 
an underside of said top layer. 

Claim 19 (original): The method of claim 17, wherein said design is disposed on 
a surface of said base layer opposed to said gripping end. 
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